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UNI TED STATES REQUESTS EXTRADI TI ON OF CALI CARTEL
LEADERS FROM COLOMBI A ON MONEY- LAUNDERI NG CHARGES

DAVI D N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, ANTHONY PLACI DO, the Special Agent
in Charge of the New York Division of the United States Drug
Enf orcenent Administration (“DEA’), and Rl CHARD NEWCOWVB, t he
Director of the United States Treasury Departnent’s Ofice of
Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC’), announced today the unsealing of
a two-count Indictnment and the filing of extradition affidavits
requesting that the Col onbi an governnment extradite G LBERTO
RCODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA and M GUEL ANCGEL RODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA, the
| eaders of the notorious Cali Cartel, to New York on nobney-
| aundering charges. The Indictnment charges the RODRI GUEZ-
OREJUELAs wi th noney-| aundering and conspiracy charges in
connection with their efforts to insulate nore than $1 billion in
narcotics proceeds derived fromthe notorious Cali Cartel from
| aw enforcenent detection and sei zure.

As alleged in the Indictnent, fromat |east 1982,



G LBERTO RODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA and M GUEL ANGEL RCDRI GUEZ- OREJUELA
controlled a powerful Col onbian narcotics-trafficking

organi zation based in Cali, Colonbia (the “Cali Cartel”). As
alleged in the Indictnent, by the defendants’ own adm ssions,
during this tine period, the Cali Cartel transported and sold
approxi mately 30,000 kil ogranms of cocaine, generating an illicit
fortune worth in excess of $1 billion.

As alleged in the Indictnent, in order to insulate the
illicit fortune of the Cali Cartel fromlaw enforcenent detection
and sei zure, G LBERTO RODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA, M GUEL ANGEL RODRI GUEZ-
OREJUELA and their crimnal associates invested the Cali Cartel’s
illicit fortune derived fromthe drug trade in ostensibly
| egiti mate conpani es, including conpanies involved in the
production and sal e of pharnmaceutical drugs. Al though G LBERTO
RCODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA and M GUEL ANGEL RODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA wer e
initially identified in public docunents in Col onbia as partners
in several of the conpanies, they subsequently attenpted to
conceal their continuing ownership and control of these conpanies
to insulate their illicit assets fromseizure by | aw enforcenent
authorities, it was charged. As part of their efforts at
conceal nent, G LBERTO RCDRI GUEZ- OREJUELA and M GUEL ANGEL
RCODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA al | egedly arranged for their conpanies to be
hel d under the nanmes of famly nenbers or trusted associ ates

when, in fact, the conpanies continued to be controlled by the



def endant s.

As alleged in the Indictnent, on about Cctober 21,
1995, President WIlliam Jefferson Cinton, pursuant to the
authority granted by, anong other things, the International
Enmer gency Econom ¢ Powers Act, Sections 1701 to 1706 of Title 50
of the United States Code, signed Executive Order 12978, entitled
“Bl ocki ng Assets and Prohibiting Transactions wth Significant
Narcotics Traffickers.” In the Order, President Cinton declared
a national energency based on the threat posed to the United
States by significant narcotics traffickers centered in Col onbi a
and applied econom c sanctions agai nst, anong ot hers, d LBERTO
RODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA and M GUEL ANCEL RODRI GUEZ- CREJUELA, and
del egated the enforcenent and the regul ation of the economc
sanctions to the Treasury Departnent’s OFAC.

Based on the continuing threat posed to the United
States by significant narcotics traffickers centered in Col onbi a,
on or about Cctober 16, 2001, President George W Bush continued
t he national emergency declared in Executive Order 12978. From
Cctober 21, 1995 to the present, OFAC has persisted in applying
econoni ¢ sanctions agai nst numerous conpani es effectively
controll ed by G LBERTO RODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA and M GUEL ANGEL
RCODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA and agai nst other crimnal associates of the
Cali Cartel.

As charged in the Indictnent, between about Cctober 21,
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1995, and the present, in an attenpt to protect their assets and
to evade OFAC sanctions, and in violation of United States | aw,
G LBERTO RODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA, M GUEL ANGEL RODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA, and
their associates renoved their names from conpani es that had been
sanctioned by OFAC. In addition, after the conpanies thensel ves
wer e subsequent|y sanctioned by OFAC, d LBERTO RODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA
and M GUEL ANGEL RODRI GUEZ- OREJUELA, with the assistance of
ot hers, established “new or “re-organized” conpanies fromthe
previ ousl y-sancti oned conpanies, it was charged. In fact, these
“new’ or “re-organi zed” conpanies sinply assuned the assets and
continued to performthe services of previously sanctioned
conpani es and often had the sane managenent and physical business
| ocati ons as previously-sanctioned conpanies. After the “new or
“re-organi zed” conpanies were formed to protect their assets and
to evade OFAC sanctions, G LBERTO RCDRI GUEZ- OREJUELA and M GUEL
ANGEL RODRI GUEZ- CREJUELA t hen named additional famly nmenbers and
trusted associ ates who had not been sanctioned by OFAC t o manage
t he conpani es, according to the charges.

The charges were the result of a joint Organized Crine
Drug Enforcenent Task Force (“OCDETF’) investigation entitled
“Operation Dynasty” which involved the United States Attorney’s
Ofice for the Southern District of New York, the DEA, CFAC, the
Col onbi an National Police (“CNP"), and the Col onbi an Fiscalia

Money Laundering Secti on.



| f convicted of all the noney-I|aundering and conspiracy

charges in the indictnent, the RODRI GUEZ- OREJUELAs face a maxi mum
sentence of 25 years in prison. |In addition, the defendants face
forfeiture of $1 billion, representing the illicit fortune
generated by the Cali Cartel’s narcotics-trafficking and noney-
| aundering crines.

M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the
DEA, the Treasury Departnent’s OFAC, the CNP, and the Col onbi an
Fi scalia Money Laundering Section.

Assistant United States Attorneys RI CHARD SULLI VAN,
BOYD M JOHNSON |1l and KEVIN R PUVALOSKI are in charge of the
prosecuti on.

The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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